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Female singers in Popular Music
since the 1950s
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1950 n?ale singers of Jazz
- and R&B
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I, Heritage, of great Jazz singers -

Bessie, Smith, Billy Holliday

2. 50s saw solo performers
(e.g.Peggy Lee) give way to girl-

singer groups both black and
Nvhite q. Bobbe 1gntelle




5 .
/d’ 1950 5 andtthe formula
EE——:§ .
| F HEera Wilningiormula had been
N (GENUIEENIAWAS repeated in subsequent
singlespuntil’ the hits ended (Shirelles)

Shangritltas and Crystals - White
teenage angst

Manufactured bands with no control
(Ronettes)

Svengali producers (Phil Spector)
Recording label held all the cards.




singing styles - Petula Clark, Dusty
Springfield, Sandie Shaw, Lulu, Cilla
Black




5EN0L ina Turner
Joan Baez
Mama Cass
Janis Joplin
Carole King
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SNRE ddy [Hear my Prayer. The
.i -c_ Eminism.

OlivieNRECords = ficmale owned

recordingicompany

Girlfgroups begin to come back - The
Deadly Nightshades, Svelts

Gay Beginnings - Redwood Records
Case of Karen Carpenter




Divyarsa Diractions

Farnzle Sirger Songwritars - Carole
irie), Joni Miten2ll, Judy Collins, Carly
Sierlor]

Britisn farrnele Siricgr Sorigwritars arid
the folic conrigctior

Blzici< sirler sorigwritars - Joan
Arprizitradirie), Traey Crizionrien
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SUZ@Uattreranad the breakthough into

m d
Experifientalisn and Yoko Ono -

undergreund art scene
Patti Smith and US scene
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| A giniaroups =Slits; Penetration, Delta
-' /N

Pem‘ﬁ@srs - X-Ray Specs, Siouxsie,
ToyahWilcox, Hazel O’'Connor

Punk infllenced rock/pop lead fronted
by a distinctive female singer -
Pretenders, Blondie
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PRke=EIrS im Control

si=rallfgiriNeand
250N - MiXing pop with art

- Laurie
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Individualist female singers - Kate Bush,

Annie Lennox,
Girls in rock - Pat Benata,




EUrGPEan disco and ABBA




Eurythh’ﬁt; and gender play
KD Lang andi the gay angle
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05 PHENOMENAS

- The a
atti

“manufactured” band with
LGB Spice Girls, All Saints,
Destiny/siEhild

Multit Media personalities and  R&B’




